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Highway Traffic Recovery
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Transit Ridership Recovery?
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People Choosing Highways

https://www.wsdot.wa.gov/about/covid-19-transportation-report/
DATA THROUGH Oct 22, 2020
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HIGHWAY TRAFFIC -10%
TOLL LANES & BRIDGES -36%
FERRIES -38%
TRANSIT RIDERSHIP -64%
PASSENGER RAIL -87%

https://www.wsdot.wa.gov/about/covid-19-transportation-report/
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Eastside Motorway Volumes
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into Bellevue
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Bellevue’s Southbound Slog is Back
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Bellevue’s Arterial Congestion
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Regional CBD Trips
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Month Compared
to February

Downtown 
Bellevue

Downtown 
Seattle

April -80% -86%

October -50% -71%
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Congestion Returns on the Eastside

• I-405 SB between Main St and Coal Ck Parkway
• Volume (traffic counts) remains down 12-15%
• Volumes recovered quickly from late-March and April fall-off of 40 to 70%
• Congestion has returned in the usual locations 
• Bellevue neighborhoods remain at risk due to diversion

• I-405 SB in Kirkland is MORE congested
in the middle of the day

• Auxiliary lanes were removed during toll lane construction (and more will be 
removed in future projects), increasing crash risk and reducing efficiency of 
the motorway, especially when toll lanes are priced but underutilized

• Cross-Lake volumes remains depressed
while transit ridership has stagnated

27



Seminar Series:  Future of Commuting  |  27 October 2020

Seattle CBD Trips

City FEB APRIL OCT

Seattle 54% 58% 56%

Bellevue 6% 3% 4%

Renton 2% 2% 2%

Kirkland 2% 1% 1%

Sammamish 2% 1% 1%

Issaquah 2% 1% 1%

Mercer Island 2% 2% 2%

Redmond 2% 0% 1%

Tacoma 2% 2% 1%

SeaTac 1% 1% 2%
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Trips into Downtown 
Seattle Compared to 

Period Before 
Government Orders

APRIL - 86%

OCT - 71%
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into Seattle
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&      Bridges into Seattle
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Light Rail Service Impacts and Solutions
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• “Crush loads” and even planned 
normal loads on public transit violate 
government mandates regarding 
physical (“social”) distancing 

• Light Rail trains have reached “crush 
load” numerous times since early 
2016, according to the Seattle Times

• 50% of “crush load” is 126 passengers; 
a “virus-safe” railcar can only carry 
60 to 80 passengers with physical 
distancing measures in place

• Doubling the number of railcars in 
service is nearly impossible without 
lead time for railcar acquisition, 
typically several years
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New Mobility Can Meet Peoples’ Needs
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Diversity and Innovation
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• Huge opportunity to launch safe, 
individualized, on-demand, electric-
powered shuttle services

• The outdated fixed-route, fixed-
schedule model cannot support new 
trends in midday travel

• Transforming Park & Ride facilities 
into Mobility Marketplaces can 
create some demand for transit but 
primary benefit will be sustainable 
hubs for EV charging and driver 
comfort stations
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